
 

   
  

www.subsea7.com 

 

FO-GL-COM-007-A seabed-to-surface 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

IHC MERWEDE SUCCESSFULLY NAMES AND LAUNCHES 
SUBSEA 7’S SEVEN WAVES 

 
 
IHC Merwede has today successfully named and launched Subsea 7’s 550t 

pipelaying vessel,  Seven Waves, at its shipyard in Krimpen aan den IJssel, The 

Netherlands. The ceremony was carried out by Mrs Lucia Andrade, the ship’s God 

Mother and Subsea 7 Brazil’s Vice President Projects & Operations. 

 

The Seven Waves is the fifth vessel contracted by Subsea 7 to IHC Merwede’s 

Offshore division. The other ships were launched and delivered under the names of: 

the Seven Oceans (pipelaying); the Seven Seas (pipelaying and construction); the 

Seven Atlantic (diving support); and the Seven Pacific (pipelaying). Subsea 7 

selected IHC Merwede (among others) for this latest vessel due to its efficiency and 

reliability in delivering all four previous orders on time and meeting the required 

level of quality.  

 

IHC Offshore & Marine designed the ship in close cooperation with Subsea 7. She 

will have an overall length of 146 metres, a beam of 30 metres and a Class-2 

dynamic positioning system. The vessel is equipped with a vertical (tiltable) lay 

system -- with 550t top tension capacity -- and twin ROVs. She is fitted with two 

under-deck storage carousels, with a capacity for 2,500t and 1,500t of product 

respectively. The lay tower can operate at an angle of up to 10° and is fitted with: 

two tensioners, each with a 275t capacity, which can both be retracted clear of the 

firing line, and two wire centralisers.  

 

The keel-laying ceremony was held one month ahead of schedule and the delivery 

of the vessel will be as planned in the first half of 2014. This pipelaying ship will be 

used to develop deep-sea oilfields of up to 2,500 metres off the coast of Brazil on 

behalf of Petrobras.  

 

“The order of a fifth offshore vessel from Subsea 7 is indicative of the successful 

working relationship that has developed between the two companies,” says Arjan 
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Klijnsoon, Managing Director of IHC Merwede’s Offshore division. “IHC Merwede is 

valued as a reliable and efficient supplier of four of its existing fleet of innovative 

vessels, and these are already clear examples of the pioneering role played by both 

parties.” 

 

Subsea 7 Chief Operating Officer John Evans said: “The Seven Waves will mark the 

next chapter in our Brazilian operation as the first of a new generation of high 

tension pipelayers contracted to Petrobras. This is a significant milestone in our 

relationships with both the yard and with our client.” 

 

Additional information  

 

Name SEVEN WAVES 

Type 550t pipelaying vessel  

Customer  Subsea 7 

Builder  IHC Offshore & Marine BV 

Length overall  145.9m 

Breadth moulded 29.9m 

Depth main deck 13m 

Draught (operational) 7.2m 

Draught (max)  8.3m 

Deadweight (operational)   7,025t 

Deadweight (max) 11,312t 

Accommodation 120 people 

 
END 
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Note for the editor 
 
Subsea 7 
 
Subsea 7 is a seabed-to-surface engineering, construction and services contractor 
to the offshore energy industry worldwide. We provide integrated services and we 
plan, design and deliver complex projects in harsh and challenging environments. 
 
For further information visit www.subsea7.com 
 
IHC Merwede 
 
IHC Merwede is focused on the continuous development of design and construction 
activities for the specialist maritime sector. It is the global market leader for 
efficient dredging and mining vessels and equipment – with vast experience 
accumulated over decades – and a reliable supplier of custom-built ships and 
supplies for offshore construction.  
 
IHC Merwede has in-house expertise for engineering and manufacturing innovative 
vessels and advanced equipment, as well as providing life-cycle support. Its 
integrated systematic approach has helped to develop optimum product 
performance and long-term business partnerships. 
The company’s broad customer base includes dredging operators, oil and gas 
corporations, offshore contractors and government authorities.  
 
IHC Merwede has over 3,000 employees based at various locations in The 
Netherlands, Brazil, China, Croatia, France, India, Malaysia, the Middle East, 
Nigeria, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, the United Kingdom and the United 
States.   
 
Technological innovation will remain the company’s underlying strength through its 
continuous investment in research and development. Moreover, it helps to 
safeguard a sustainable environment. 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Subsea 7 
Jonathan Moore 
T: 01224 265859 
Jonathan.moore@Subsea7.com 
 
IHC Merwede Holding B.V.        
Ms K. Jansen 
PR and Communication Manager 
T + 31 184 43 61 78 
M + 31 62 321 22 55 
ka.jansen@ihcmerwede.com 

http://www.subsea7.com/

